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Introduction

Languages have different means of communication, some of which are
verbal and nonverbal. For the sake of expressing, stating, asking, emphasizing
certain types of information , we sometimes tend to use some of these verbal or
nonverbal means either directly or indirectly. Therefore, scholars and
rhetoricians have studied most of these means and the properties that can affect
speakers to select a highly effective discourse in order to get a successful
understanding of meaning in its literal sense as well as to choose the correct
lexis to unambiguously comprehend the intended meaning. They also tackle the
ways of getting a persuasive discourse by using different expressions, some of
which are syntactic, semantic, pragmatic, poetic, etc. One of these expressions is
Rhetorical Question (henceforth RQ).

In this paper, the researcher will tackle the main points about the RQ, its
definition, types, structures, and its relation to some speech acts. Moreover, an
applicable study will be held to the Quranic text represented by Surat Al-
Zumar. Such a choice of this Surat can be attributed to its richness in such a
topic, i.e., rhetorical question.

The most important thing in this study lies in the characteristics of RQ.
After investigating the theoretical part, the researcher should identify certain
common features which ought to be applicable to certain utterances to classify
them as RQ. Here lies the contribution of this paper.

RHETORIC

Rhetoric is a comprehensive art just as much concerned with what one
could say as how one might say it. It studies the effectiveness of language
comprehensively including its emotional impact as well as its propositional
content.

Most rhetoricians such as (Carroll, 2003: 2 ; Cothran, 2004:5 ; Frederick,
2004: 76 ; Lynch, 2004: 2) agree that rhetoric is the art of persuasion, i.e. of
using language to convince or sway audience. It prescribes how to combine
concepts into a logical composition so that they will communicate most
effectively. Biesecker (2004: 10 ) and Burton (2004: 6) believe that rhetorical
impact has to do with the total bundle of semantics and pragmatics as it
functions ultimately to produce certain intended meaning or effect. Given the

[ Journal of Al-Qadisiya University ( 1 ) Vol.8 No.3&4 2006 }




Asst. Prof. RIYADH TARIQ KADHIM AL-AMEEDI
THE APPLICATION OF RHETORICALQUESTION TO SURAT AL-ZUMARL]

characteristics of RQs (p. 1) and their application (p.1 - 2 ),this is always true of
rhetorical question .

The Concept of Rhetorical Question

On the whole, linguists define RQ in similar terms. They generally agree
on the fact that it is not a question for seeking certain types or pieces of
information as say Yes/ No Question or Wh Question do.

A question is used as a rhetorical device when it is asked for purposes of
exposition. Nesfield (1964: 286) and Cuddon (1979: 572) admit this point
saying that the speaker directs attention to a point by putting it in the form of a
guestion to be solved. The question, Kane and Peters (1966: 206) believe, serves
merely to introduce or occasion the answer; it may function as a topic sentence
at the beginning of a paragraph which is used then to answer it. Such a question
arouses and fastens attention upon important points that might escape unnoticed.
It helps to maintain curiosity and interest until presentation provides the answer
(Carlyle, 2003: 2).

Burton (2004: 2) points out that a RQ is any question asked for a purpose
other than obtaining the information the question asks. To illustrate, the
following sentences are likely to be statements concerning someone's opinion of
the person addressed rather than genuine requests to know:

1- Have you gone completely mad?

2- Do you always have to be so negative?
3- What kind of maniac are you?

4- Why are you so foolish?

As for the answer of such questions, it is so obvious that it is left implicit.
Kane and Peters (1966: 206) demonstrate that the RQ is asked not by genuine
ignorance seeking knowledge but by knowledge forcing a predetermined
answer.

5- Are we to desert our nation in time of trouble?

As for Roycroft (2002: 3), the RQ has no definite or valid answer especially

when asked for a dramatic effect.

6- Why is it that when the poor steal from the rich it is called

robbery, but when the rich steal from the poor it's called business?

7- If we lose the ability to perceive our faults, what is the good of
living on?

A RQ is also used to produce a comic effect:

8- Since light travels faster than sound, is that why some people
appear bright until you hear them speak?

9- If love is blind, how can we believe in love at first sight?

Sathoff (2002: 3) states that RQs are probably as old as public speaking
itself. This technique, Abrams (1993: 183) asserts, is often used in persuasive
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discourse, i.e., for rhetorically persuading someone of a truth without argument
or, in Oliver, Dickey and Zelko's (1955: 68) words, for hightening the
communicative relationship with the audience through their definite
participation with the speaker.

Types of Rhetorical Question

Simple sentences are classified into different types, two of which are
statements and questions which are clearly distinct sentence patterns. They both
have quite different meanings in this case and quite different functions in
communication. One asks for information, the other gives it. The question which
Is used where a statement would perhaps be more usual is called RQ. It has the
syntactic form of a question and the import of an emphatic assertion in the sense
that the speaker interprets the interrogative as if it were, in Zanuttini and
Portner's (2004:3) term, " a corresponding emphatic specific declarative ".

4-1 Yes- No Question

Quirk et al. (1985: 815) mention two types. A positive rhetorical yes-no
question has the force of a strong negative assertion (10) and (11) while a
negative rhetorical yes- no question has the force of a strong positive one (12)
and (13).

10- Is that a reason for despair?
(Surely that is not a reason....) (ibid: 826)
11- Are we going to let them do this to us?
(We aren't...... ) (Swan, 1995: 478)
12- Is no one going to defend me?
(Surely someone...) (Graustein, 1987: 228)
13- Don't you want to grow up big and strong?
(Surely you want...)  (Pope, 1976: 36)

Bailey (2002: 3) believes that the rhetorical yes- no question which
presupposes the corresponding statements of opposite negativity is reminiscent
of one class of tag question which he calls " Pseudo or rhetorical tag question™.
14- Rhetorical questions are persuasive, aren't they?

15- You don't expect me to go along with that crazy scheme, do you?

Quirk et al. (1985: 1476) affirm that both questions (tag and rhetorical)
are strictly similar in their communicative effect as they essentially seek
confirmation of what the questioner explicitly assumes to be true.

4-2 Wh Question

Like yes- no questions, Quirk et al. (ibid: 825) identify positive and
negative wh questions. The positive rhetorical wh question draws attention to a
negative situation and is equivalent to a statement in which the wh- element is
replaced by a negative element or it need not be so:
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16- What could be more democratic than to give people a direct say
in these things?
(Nothing could be...) (Klein, 1998:2)
17- Who can you trust nowadays?
(You can trust nobody...)(ibid)
A mother asking her child:
18- Who brought you into this world, anyway? Who taught you
everything you know, took care of you, worked her fingers to the
bone for you? (Pope, 1976: 43)
19- Since when have greater profits meant higher wages and a better
standard of living for the worker? (Graustein, 1987:228)
20- Where is Dave when you need him? (Cristovan, 2003:1)
Bain (1893:219) believes that one of the most frequent applications of this
question is to very strongly express what is impossible or incredible.
21- How can the bird that is born for joy sit in a cage and sing?
(Klein, 1998:2)
22- \Who can turn the stream of destiny? (Cuddon, 1979: 572)
Such sentences, the researcher believes, are more forceful statements than
statements themselves in the sense that they move the listener as the questioner
can hear the silence of the listener.
As for negative rhetorical wh questions, they are equivalent to a statement in
which the wh-element is replaced by a positive element (Quirk et al. 1985: 826)
or by a universal pronoun (Han, 1998: 22).
23- Who doesn't understand English?
(Everybody understands... ) (ibid)
24- Who doesn't love his country?

5- Rhetorical Question and Speech Acts

When a speaker asks a question, he is standardly taken to be asking
sincerely and he is indeed lacking and requiring the requested information, i.e.
he sincerely desires an answer. As for RQ, the story is different. Loos (2004: 1)
defines RQ as an illocutionary act that has the direct illocutionary force of a
question with some different indirect force as a command, a tentative statement
and an evaluation relying on, as Bach and Harnish (1979: 70) state, shared
background knowledge, principle of conversation such as the cooperative
principle, convention and the ability of the addressee to make inferences.
Paraphrasing Lyons who says: " we can pose questions which we do not merely
expect to remain unanswered, but which we know, or believe, to be
unanswerable,”, Terkourafi and Villauicencio (2004: 11) believe that this kind
of interrogative which represents a radical departure from the standard
interrogative speech act account is used not to ask a question but to pose it. The
intention here is to get the hearer to recognize that the speaker has a particular
proposition in mind and that he is entertaining it in the dubitative mood. The
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speaker poses the RQ in such a way that the addressee will find the answer in
the questioner's mind. It thus requires a mental response rather than an explicit
answer (ibid: 12).

A RQ usually needs context to be identified as such . For illustration, the

following question:

25- How many times have you been to the moon?

iIs rhetorical if asked of a student giving a speech about lunar topics, but not if it
were asked of an astronaut (Klein, 1998:3).

26- If all the nations in the world are in debt, where did all the money go? Who
knows? (= Nobody knows) (Rutherford, 1975: 74).

On the whole, various speech acts RQs can perform. The following are
the most widely used ones. For brevity, one two or three illustrative examples to
clarify them.

1- Indignation

27- Where are your manners? (Bain, 1893: 220)
28- Who do they think they are? (Strumpf and Douglas, 1999: 297).

2- Command
29- ( Mother to child ) Are you going to take all day to finish your breakfast?
(www. Webmasterworld. Com. 2004) (Finish your breakfast)
30- What are you laughing at? (Levinson, 1983: 279) (A command to  stop
laughing)
3- Protest
31- What have | done to deserve that? (Rutherford, 1975: 231)
4- Complaint
32- Why must it always rain when we want to have a picnic?
(Quirk et al. 1985: 816)
5- Insult
33- What did you put in this stew- horsemeat? (your cooking is awful) (www.
Webmaster world. Com. 2004).
6- Rebuke
34- Doesn't it occur to you that you may ruin her life?
(Graustein, 1987: 223).
35- Do you realize what this will do to our company?
(Strumpf and Douglas, 1999: 537).
36- Do you know what time it is? (Swan, 1995: 477) (you are late)

7- Warning
37- A. I'm going to quit school.
B. Do you want to be poor all your life? (Allan, 1998: 3)

8- Order
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38- Were you born in a tent or a pub with swing doors?
(usually yelled out at whoever left the doors wide open during mosquito hour)
(ibid).
9- Sarcasm
39- Why must you always be finding fault with that girl?
(Quirk et al, 1985: 225).
40- Why should you pay for something you don't have to?
(Rutherford, 1975:221)
41- Do you have to make that noise when you are eating?
(Leech, 1980: 94).
10- Reminder
Peter has made a New Year's resolution to give up smoking. As he lights
up on New Year's Day, Mary says to him:
42- What was your New Year's resolution? (Wilson and Sperber, 1998: 10).
11- Pride or self- complacency
43- Is not this great Babylon, that | have built for the house of the
kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honor of my
majesty? (Bain, 1983: 219).
12- Sigh
44- Where, Corinth, are thy glories now,
Thy ancient wealth, thy castled brow.
Thy solemn fanes, thy halls of state,
Thy high- born dames, they crowded gate? (ibid)
6- Characteristics of Rhetorical Question
To conclude, a RQ can be identified by the following characteristics:
1-A RQ has syntactically a negativity opposite to that which it has
semantically.
2-1t is a means for asserting or denying something obliquely.
3-It minimizes the emphasis on the information channel .Instead it
maximizes a certain rhetorical function.
4-1t is a thought- provoking tool.
5-If a speaker (S) rhetorically questions a hearer (H) about something
(X), the following conditions (felicity conditions) must be met.
A- S already knows the truth about X.
B- S does not expect H to provide the truth about X, i.e. S throws on H
the burden of answering a question that he knows he cannot answer.
C- H is aware of the fact that S knows the truth about X .
D-Both S and H have mutual knowledge about X.
E-The answer is being desirable from the H's point of view.
7- Application
Text 1
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In this practical part, the verses which include RQs are cited first in the form of
text. Second, the function which these RQs imply are identified and analyzed in
accordance with general theme of the surat. Sometimes, the text is explained
with reference to preceding or following texts or linked to another verse in

another surat to show how such analyzable texts are workable.

Textl

- 0 - o_. o0 T 0~ p0. . = P, 0. » 0 Gg

d—l.\-" m,.uu.IJ.aJJd_l) dod ) 92 519 d’AL"JAA—I Lo.lldg IAALIIIJ_I.I.“nI_II .I_Iu ﬂdol)

<
S
£2e3, - - - -~

(% 31) el Iy Sy L1 iyl L 15 G0l

Two rhetorical questions can be manifested in this text:
(s don 98t dpall iy Loalily Taa o Jlll -1 il 55 ol )
This is a rhetorical question part of which is omitted. It can be phrased as (98 ol
Sli aliy 98 yos siild). Semantically, it is intended to imply denial ; that is why
it is a denial question: (51l olatiiaul)
(V=210 :A 190N g yalall) Taking into consideration verse 8 of

Surat Al- Zumar (The Troops) ,

- - - - - PRl 209 .. %

d.od—l" gnudlélomd_lod.omdgalél‘oad.ﬂ”.u.ud.l,l.ﬁ.tjndlm.il"mhlg"

g -~ P

A dl Jaay Jad

the preceding denial question can be phrased as :
¥ Lslaii all Jea gola ciild 93 Jol
Surely they are not similar (V¥ =11:9 .5 +.3 . gaughll)

The second rhetorical question in text (1) is:
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//////

This sentence is a question by form but has the meaning of negative statement.

The question particle ' Js' gives the meaning of the negative particle '.€'. Thus, it

IS amount to saying:

£ 70 - - £20 - -

" asolas U sl Jaolas Jaall it 0"
In fact, the implication of this denial question reinforces what is implied by the
preceding question.

Generally speaking, it is a great thing when a man gets into the attitude of
humble devotion to Allah(g). To him the Hereafter is a real thing, and he
prepares for it with good works. He does not build his hopes on the vanities of
this world, but on Allah's grace and mercy. Such a man is endued with
understanding and receives Allah's message with fervour and alacrity. He is not
to be compared with the cynic or the unbeliever, who knows nothing of the real

value of the inner life. This is exactly what is intended by the denial questions

presented in this verse. (See ¥V :10 Feo ¥ (g3 yaidall).

Text 2

2 L -

(19 :50311) (sLall 08 o Ak ZasTal lindl dolé ale §a o)

-

This verse issues that the decree of punishment against the unbelievers is
definite, inevitable, and inescapable. No one can deliver them.

The verse is directed to the Prophet Muhammad (). It has the form of a

question. Semantically, the question particle djeall (the hemza) expresses denial.

It is reiterated to emphasize this meaning. This denial question can be rephrased

as aliall dola aile sda 3o Adss isiai which means "You cannot rescue on whom

the word of doom is fulfilled". Pragmatically, it has the rhetorical function of

(slariadl) (Farfetchedness) *. The deliverance of those who steeped in sin and
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has rejected Allah's grace is farfetched and impossible since no one even the

Prophet Muhammad () who is " gaollall doa " (@ mercy for all peoples) cannot

save them. (1A :Q .5 .o gaughll and £¥°A 1 .5 o1 . g31,]1).

e Farfetchedness is one of the illocutionary forces Arabic RQs denote. To illustrate,

4 £ 0 -7

in (£ ] ymsuil] ) (Tasn LA o-tignsel Loisf Ll Lollac L4 1351 1]L%,)the

disblievers deny and absolutely exclude the idea of resurrection. Other examples

o - £, 0

( (19 o laill ) (Juainnion 3o log Laiall LiSLa U] g 5] 15iLH5)
(P 23 (smas 5 a3 Ll Uiy L 1)

It is to be noted that this illocutionary force is not mentioned within the
English functions of RQ because neither English nor western linguists refer
to it.

Text 3

T 4 »

o il Gk 23 s aykas o g3l it sl el STo cloiadl o J351 lll i 5 i)

» » £ - L L -

(¥1: 50311) (oaLalil sl 3T 4T3 o8 ] Lolhad alnsy o Ty aly5H sy

Allah (¥&) sends down rain from the heavens. The rain fructifies the soil
and the seeds. Produce of various kinds is raised. The harvest ripens and is
gathered in. The plants wither, dry up and crumble away. And the circuit starts
again in another season. Here is a sign of the grace and goodness of Allah (¥&),

clear to those who understand.

"y odi" is a rhetorical question. Its purpose and rhetorical function is a asisll

(Drawing Attention to)*. It is used to attract the attention towards Allah's grace,

goodness and ability. (£¥ :A A0 . gau yadall).
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e "Drawing Attention to" is another rhetorical function which Arab, but neither English

nor western, rhetoricians indicate. To demonstrate, the negative interrogative
structure in (‘asi] gloall Ul galsmuey lo (s silala padisd yahall gll Iyys ol
(19: 24101l ) 5(guaay ;MJL.J) incites the hearer to perceive and realize that all the

superb things in creation are due to the artistry, power and wisdom of Allah. Other

P AP

instances ( (\ s Jadli )(J..s.ll ..-Ia.nl.-éu,Ju 4..5,..\011)

T -, 0~ -, 2 -

((£0 - Lyl ) (Jhall 55 S ) gl 55 o )

It is true that the verse, by means of rhetorical question, expresses the
circuit of the plant, but it indirectly refers to life of human being which proceeds

from birth to youth to decay and death and then resurrection and beginning of

new life after death, as the following verse indicates: (See ££:10 ¥+ +¥ . 931 yaiall)

g4~ 0 £

|o.u.uaa.|.nL1 Jﬂ,l." Sl d—IL-LIAIJ |o.|u.|| Jo dL-.l,.:l;loéu L:.m." dl.u.]l J.:o,on.l .|,n|9)

<
ot v -, - £ » »oO

(£0 1.4 agll) (a—dlo,q &) g fea Myl Lyal JHllasyi 5

Text 4

£ -0 - “e O ~T E

Gy all y&i o oalseld dymlill Jisd a0 39- ole sal ‘,I.L..l.l] dysi alll i 3o31)
(FFop0ill)  (gaso Jilia g
Part of the question”as; ge ,,.. olc g ,I.L..I.Il Ay alll A yd yoli
is deleted .The deleted part can be derived from the phrase oacseld daslill Jps
.The question can be phrased as auy 3o ,,_.&.k ,.u,ol.l..ul.uif,is.h il ; A pils ol

pﬁ-lg-lﬂ a...mu.‘llé. .Semantically, the question expresses denial emphasizing that

they are not alike. (¥V«+ 1V (i . (gildaLdall).
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Those who listen to Allah's message find at each stage Allah's grace
helping them more and more to expand their spiritual understanding and to
receive Allah's light so that they travel farther and farther to their goal in the
path of truth and righteousness. They are not to be compared to those who shut
out Allah's light from their hearts. Just as there is spiritual progress for those
who seek Allah, so there is more and more spiritual retrogression for those who
close their hearts to Allah. Their hearts get hardened. It is obvious that they
flounder on the way, and cannot walk with the firm steps of those of assured
faith.

Text 5

~ o - WG - 0 -TE

(Osremnbads ofiila Lo ly-igd GusolLIall ol ol gy aTinllz g ity o iy o)

(V£ :50311)

The verse compares between the wrongdoers and the believers. The
unrepentant sinners will receive the full penalty on the Day of Judgement. They
will receive it full in the face; their hands will be tied, and they cannot therefore

use them to ward off the penalty of the fire, as expressed in:

(8N :50dl1)  (3iu guo 1993 omBoag gle HLill 93 yaanaus 09u1)
The rhetorical denial question (doLsill oo —slindl: giu dmagy iy godi) can be

understood as  deio ol ¢4 53 Joa doLaidll ogut alAall 2 guu dma gy iy JodaiWhat the

question semantically intends to imply is that they are not alike. Are such
helpless people to be compared for a moment with people who have received
grace and are therefore guarded from all harm and danger? Certainly not. To the
evil the fruit of their misdeed, and to the good the grace of their Lord

Text 6
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Z - z @
P - -2 L _- - - P

s all a1 gLagisincy Jo Jasl loliu 1 5y s iy sy gl U Wi lll 532)

PP L0, %

(¥ :30311) (g0les U o354
Here the difference between the creed of polytheism and the Gospel of

Unity is explained by the analogy of two men. The first man (le,.:..a_.guaj

gsmblitio) belongs to many partners at variance with each other. The masters
(partners) disagree among themselves and the poor man has to suffer from the
quarrel of those many masters. This man presents a parable for the polytheist,

the disbeliever who worships many gods and idols. the second man (lol....LE,

5]_’{{,l) is that who serves only one master; his master is good and does all he can

for his servant, the servant can concentrate all his attention on his service; he is
very happy and his service is efficiently performed. This man represents the true
believer. There can be no doubt as to which of them is the happier and which of

them is in a more natural position. The great difference between them is
reinforced by the rhetorical question (l.l..odl..,...m..J.a) It has a positive

interrogative form but a meaning of negative statement. The question particle

(Js)can be replaced by the negative particle (L) and thus this question is

equivalent to the negative statement (1o dl..,.m... ).

Text 7

=
- T ., - - - -

(d.-,al—‘lﬂ\gg—:o‘o.-.muy.-.llﬁgl_v\.\l jaally ity alll gc A% o0 odlal ol

-

(PH: 50311))

It is wrong in any case to uphold falsehoods, but it is doubly wrong when
these are put forward in rivalry or opposition to the light of eternal unity and

harmony which is Islam. When the creature deliberately adopts and utters
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falsehoods against his own creator in spite of the truth being brought to his very
door by Allah's signs, what offence can be imagined more heinous than this?

< - <
v . - - - - - o T

The verse " a:La 3l Jaalls ik alll gle A% oo ollal Jod " Which seems similar to

-

(W :sgsaiall) " ah lod ally L3k 5 Gad alll gle ¢330 (o0 llsd Jop "

Is syntactically a question but semantically a negative statement. The question

word 3o (Who) is replaced by the negative word aai.g (nobody). Thus, it is

- v - - P

equivalent to aLs 3l Jally wik, alll g 3% o0 llai aai.8 . Pragmatically, it
express the illocutionary force of Rebuke (Aaag-ull). The disbelievers are

reproved for telling lies against Allah.

From a worldly point of view those who reject Allah's truth are at a
disadvantage. But those who deliberately invent lies and set up false gods for
worship: what punishment can be imagined for them except a permanent
deprivation of Allah's grace and a home in Hell? That is the first rhetorical

question in this text. Below is the second.

(gayalall o o-ima 09 gual i) is an Affirmation Question (y-1yis eladiwl).
It is phrased with the negative verb (jusd) so syntactically it is a negative
question but semantically it is equivalent to the positive statement eima g4 yi

(gapalall g9-5). In fact, the subtle implication of the interrogative form is

indicated by the following verses:

]

( LI0Lglon JI)  (SuolLIall g guinsy 5Ll oblskos
(oFuiagll) (35 Gayatall oy i)
Pragmatically, the rhetorical question expresses the illocutionary force of

Threatening (swsasll). Those who invent a lie against Allah and denies the
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truth are threatened with hell and fire. (See 10 :£ oo ¥ .y afisa gl ANd .. 93151

£01:11.5).

The same analysis can be applied to verse (60) of Surat Al- Zumar (The

Troops).

L. - S - 0 L0 Lo L, - - 0. -

(o—u-é--o“ g0 iy o8 Jurpll g0 omsas alll gl 15734 Gaall 935 oLl puss)

(e :50310)
Text 8

£ 0 - e _o._. 0. - - [ 2t

33-03-") (.\La Jo d.l l.oﬂ d.l." J.I.n.l Jo9y d.l,.ﬁ do d—l.\."—l 5.19393..15 d.ﬁ.l.ﬁ .ﬂlé.l d.l." J.l.l-l.")
(¥

This verse is directed to the Prophet Mohammed (%) when the
disbelievers frighten him with false gods. Thus the rhetorical question ( alll juli

Pra Al4y) is an affirmation question. Although the phraseology employed in

this question is negative, yet the intention underlying it is far from negative.
Semantically speaking, it is amount to saying ( asa ;l’ﬁ.}ill).

The righteous man will find Allah (&) sufficient for all the protection he
needs, all the rest and peace he craves for, and all the happiness he can imagine.
If the evil ones wish to frighten him with false gods, he will know that this is
merely superstition and all such false gods will only mislead and leave their

victims in the lurch. The verse makes sure that Allah () will protect the

Prophet Mohammed (%) and his followers from the disbelievers as similarly

expressed by the verse (137) of Surat Albagarah (the Cow) ( 389 E.I]Ip;éuaé.-.ma

(VY : dyiall) odadl 2souall).

Text 9
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((BV + 30311) (oLziil 3 350 alll jucell Jiso o ol lo alll st o)
In this verse, the affirmation question (eLiil g3 ,..,.ga.l.‘ll Juadl) is
semantically explained by the sense of the following verse (oLiziil 53 3132 ity )

(90 : dsslol).

Pragmatically, it expresses the illocutionary force of Threat. Allah (¥&)
threatens with punishment and retribution those who reject the truth and insist
on their disbelief and atheism. In short, Allah's Power can protect and will defeat

all plots against His will, as well as punishing evil when it gets beyond bounds
(£0%: t11: 5.5 (g31,]0).

Text 10

. »p»0. 000z ~<go0" o .05 %

Il alll 353 3o Jae a% Lo oliyl 54l Ji alll Gladld )il slylosudl Gl Jo paliliu yly)

0. 0 .. 00T o 0 w P - - Z

(BN 2 0311) (dion Zillasmon 35 Jb dod ys qiaTyl of d3d Ll 38 Jo s alll il

This verse indicates that most worshippers of false gods are neither
atheists nor skeptics. They admit the existence of Allah as an abstract
proposition, but it has not come into their hearts and souls, it has not been
translated into their lives. They run after false worship on account of ancestral
custom or on account of their thoughtlessness or false environment, or on
account of their own selfish desires or limited outlook. To them is addressed the
argument : ultimately your false gods can do nothing for you: why not turn to
the One True God on whom you depend, and who can give you grace and
mercy, justice and punishment.

The argumentative device which is used here is the rhetorical

o p,o0g-7

QUeStioN, ( gialyi 31 dy LGl b Jo s alll qia 3l 1 all 5% o a5 Lo iy

—"

~0 .- » -~ 0, T » O

(ation ) silumco 38 JB doa ys

[ Journal of Al-Qadisiya University (\ -;) Vol.8 No.3&4 2006 }




Asst. Prof. RIYADH TARIQ KADHIM AL-AMEEDI
THE APPLICATION OF RHETORICALQUESTION TO SURAT AL-ZUMARL]

(93.;’: ulLdla 55 ) is a denial question. Its surface structure is positive, but the

intention underlying it is negative. It means (;,.2 SLin&, 4). Thus semantically it

can be interpreted in the sense of the following verse:

~, 0 - 0. O __~

(1 i) (58 U]l Zaale U syl o’y 1)
Similarly, the denial question in : dieny il mce 38 J8 doa s gialyl o)) iS
semantically amount to saying "they cannot keep back His grace". In fact, it has
the same meaning as (((1+V : judigu) alaail 31, 3 ms; 2 3la)
Pragmatically speaking, this rhetorical question intentionally conveys the

illocutionary force of Rebuke (Asag=ill). This rebuke is coupled with the

meaning of 'de4ioll yl&os Jaassll' * (Ignorance of Real Benefit). The Prophet

Mohammad (%) reproaches the disbelievers for worshipping lifeless idols,
which can neither profit nor hurt, beside Allah. The Prophet Mohammad (i)
states the fact that all power, all goodness is in the hand of Allah (). All else is

pretence or illusion.

(Vi :10 . Peop té!jl)alli.l" and 200 :¥1 . .5.s (\.‘!jI’]I)

Text 11
(27 j03l1)  (Joliay Uy Eluds yolalry U 151 i Ja -Laais alll 5 o 153351 o )
The disbelievers choose idols as intercessors. They wrongly think that

such lifeless idols can intercede for them. That is why they say at the

beginning of the surat: (F:503l) (gl 4u| Jm_,,_,),_,] m“ fasi o)
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e This means the treatment of what is known as if it were unknown

Allah () orders the Prophet Mohammad (&) to reprove those disbelievers
by saying (yelixy Ly Eiads ge-talon L 15514 ada1). The question particle ( 33e¢ ) is

that of denial. (\v¥:10 ¥+ . aqh,dll) states that part of this question is deleted.

» o~

The question can be phrased as Ly Eiada go-lalon L lgilé gly sl oaigiiusi)
(d,.m_.) In such a case the denial is coupled with rebuke, it is called ( yl<ui]

$ieragi) (VA:10 . Peot g3l ,aaidl) Shows that the question can be phrased as :

(Solinn Wy Ly oalors U1l Ty ol "gantiesi).
What this question is used to convey is that man should not rely upon any

power or person other than Allah to help him out or intercede for him since, as

indicated by the verse (51) of Surat Al- Anaam (The Cattle) gy duigs 3o ool guisl

(ot 1),
When it is idols, they are poor lifeless things which have obviously neither

power nor intelligence. But even prophets or saints have no power to intercede

except as Allah () wills and permits as indicated by the following verses: 3o

-

(P00 :dyiall)  (asdly U] diic Ay @all 13)

- - £ -

(¥ : gurig) (3] s go Ul positis o o)
Text 12
(OF :30301)  (Jomiodns ool SLall All g3 y sadg cLidi Jol §5 51l hasuurcy alll G Igolas o

)
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Syntactic structures such as (1gelau oll), (a2 3 oIi) and ( 4 oJi) are used to

convey the rhetorical function of (a—ssssll) (Drawing Attention to). The

- £ L 20

rhetorical question "yaiisy +Liss geol §yd1latuss adll 3ilgolag odai " attracts the

disbelievers attention to the fact that Allah's gifts are given to all men- to some
in a greater degree than to others. But it is all done according to His wise plan,
for His will is just and looks to the good of all creatures. No one should

therefore puff up in prosperity or cast down in adversity. In this are portents or

signs for those who believe. (See ¥V :¥£. 5. 5. gaughll).

Text 13

/‘32;; oooooo

(122 30501)  (Folplall Lol el s ol alll 321 J)

P

The normal order of the question sl giigyls alll ukdl IS i giigyols
alll sz e 1. The direct object, (adll jsz) , of the verb (aZi) is fronted because

it is the focus of concern. Worshipping other than Allah is what the Prophet
Mohammad (i) intends to deny.

Interestingly enough, the denying of the direct object represents an
implicit and emphatic way for negating (denying) the verb.

At the pragmatic level, the illocutionary force of Rebuke is basically
expressed by this denial question. The Prophet Mohammad () chides the

disbelievers for arrogating to themselves the right to order him how to worship.

They are only ignorant men. (¥«1:1V . ... gildaLdall).

Text 14

= - (7
AP g z-.0 - Y-

ol ol laii3i eal JUdy Laylyyl Haud gels 131 fia [0 odad ol 19384 Gaill Goasus)

0o, ¥ _. =0 07 - -

dol& i yhaly gLy 19]1E 133 oS0 9.1 < Ll 0y yiing ol Silal oaule Joliis oo Juu
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:3030l)  ((Gayeaioll gofio juin Lasd aallé ouiaa syl 11431 Jadi s yalall gl il

(VvE-v1

®o . 0 5, ¥._ =0 2 0 7~ fo. 05, ° w P £ 0 p o
.

The queSON ooy <Ll iy yiiss oty Slal eanle Jaliis olaio Jur psily of)
(Tas 1a3) is an Affirmation Question (i eladsiaa]). The wording is negative:
oJdi . But the meaning is positive. Semantically, the affirmation question is

equivalent to the emphatic positive statement (oo Jiu) wéazisii a3).

From a pragmatic perspective, this question indicates the illocutionary

force of Rebuke. Keepers of Hell (e-ias dui3a) reprimand the disbelievers for

their rejection of the truth and of denying Allah's revelations. Messengers are
sent to them from among themselves to warn them and proclaim to them mercy
through repentance but they do not consider their warning, they rebelled and
rejected truth, faith and mercy. This speech act is similarly conveyed by this

Quranic verse
(VP : olasilll) (133 0% 9 < Ll 0y yiig wilal olule ouads oip Juy osils ol

)
and by:

LT - o, -

(Meadoll) (i miails ol Lafiish mallon hpd Lyt il Lol Ll ail o ot AL
)
In contrast to verses 71 and 72, Surat Al-Zumar ends with their

counterpart, i.e. verse 73, 74 and 75

-
- P - -

ol L35 foml J1p LTl iy sl 15] g5 Ty sadl gl o'y 1551 gl sy

“ 4~-0F%- £ -0

diall o Ty a3 Loy dac)y Liiam @all all Soall 1511 Gaslli sl 308 @ik olaile

- ¥ - 0 - -

guaiy oy Soda Jodmuauny Jisg2ll Joa Jo guila dilloll gty Judoladl yal oidl cbilii Siga
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P o -~ o -

(VO-VP: s oill)  (Guoll—ail o) a i GalIg iy Gail s oo

8- Conclusion

The above discussion has provided evidence that in certain cases there is
no correspondence between the linguistic form and linguistic function or
meaning. As known, the purpose of a real question is to ask for information.
But it has been found that the label, rhetorical question, has often been used to
indicate interrogative grammatical forms which are used with a nonquestion
meaning. Besides, the speaker uses a grammatical form which in its primary
usage would indicate question, but the speaker's purpose is to command or to
make a forceful statement. He poses rhetorical question in such away that the
addressee will find the answer in the questioner's mind. Certainly the speaker
does not want to straightforwardly ask his addressee; therefore he uses RQ
strategy as a smoother way of asserting or denying what he says . It thus
requires a mental response rather than an explicit answer.

Generally speaking, Rhetorical Questions can be regarded as unreal
question. They may look like real questions in their form but used with a
purpose other than to ask for information. Therefore, we can conclude that there
is a sort of extensive skewing between the illocutionary force (intended
meaning) and the grammatical form. In addition, it is found that rhetorical
questions can be used in both English and Arabic to denote different meanings
other than seeking information such as rebuke, threat, expressing attitudes of
wonder, admiration, warning , reproach, indignation, and other emotions.

The analysis of the religious text has shown clearly the great wealth of
Arabic RQ's functions, which reflects the richness of Arabic language . This
complicates the translation from one language into another.

As for the characteristics of RQs (p. 1), a more careful and closer look at
such characteristics has shown it very obviously that they are all applied to all
the texts analyzed in this paper.
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