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Design Characteristics And Flexibility in University Buildings
"Mosul University as a Case Study"

Dr. Ali Hayder S.A. Al-Jameel Raeed Salim A.S. Al-Nu’man
Lecturer Assistant Lecturer
Department of Architecture Department of Architecture
Mosul University Mosul University
ABSTRACT:

Flexibility is one of the principal factors in architecture to which a paramount
significance must be attached. This significance gains more ground in contemporary life in
which change accelerates in a tremendous speed, for today’s design might not meet
tomorrow’s needs without shifts or modification and this applies to the University buildings
more than any other buildings in comparison. However, by reviewing the theoretical
hypotheses tackling this topic in architecture on the one hand, and critically analysing
architecture research on it, on the other hand; it results that none of these hypotheses or
investigations have adequately or clearly determined the impact of the functional context and
spatial of these buildings in the light of the further impact of these characteristics. It emerges
that these studies have all not provided a clear-cut delineation of those characteristics that
most affect flexibility in buildings so as to satisfy the designer needs for future design giving
due concern to architectural space from the every beginning.

Accordingly, the present study defines the research problem as a “reconsideration or
reformulation of a scientific approach to the study of the nature and degree of flexibility
as one of the design characteristics of internal space in architecture”.

The study tackles problem solution processed from the theoretical frame-work fixing
flexibility index through variety of communication as well as looseness of fit index in
correspondence. It applies the model of study on certain buildings in Mosul University.
Finally, the study provides the results in a concise and clear account showing the impact of
design characteristics buildings; signalizing, at the same time, the most effective characteristic
in a internal spatial flexibility of university buildings following up a given spatial pattern. The
study ends up by final findings providing the architect with guidelines of the problem of

spatial flexibility, its impact and solution.
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