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Abstract:

Objectives: The study aims to know the evolution of the size of the
elderly and their geographical distribution in Anbar Governorate for the
period (1997-2020) By showing the numbers and percentages of
the elderly in Anbar Governorate during the study period, and what is
the geographical distribution of the elderly (65 years and over) in
Anbar Governorate.

Method: The study adopted the historical approach to track the
phenomenon to understand the historical path of changing the size of
the family, with the regional approach within the administrative
boundaries of Anbar.

Results: The study showed that the number of elderly people increased
continuously, reaching (29,616) people, by (2.9%), in 1997, to increase
to (40,457) people and by (2.7%), in 2007, then the number reached
(41,573) people and by (2.2%), of the total population of the
governorate in 2020, as the increase in births led to a decrease in the
percentage of the elderly compared to the increase in their numbers.
She showed that there is a slight increase in the percentage of elderly
people in urban areas compared to rural areas, and this is a result of the
provision of services to some extent, especially health care.
Conclusion: The State shall provide data regarding the inventory and
census of the elderly periodically and to know their most prominent
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problems through field visits through the social researcher,
periodically, and increase public services, especially health services
for the elderly. And work on creating recreational places, gardens or
parks for the elderly, as they are in dire need of a clean atmosphere and
a change in their daily routine.
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Map 1: It represents the geographical borders of the research area of Anbar Governorate,
as it is located in the western part of Irag, and is bordered by three countries: Syria to the
northwest of the governorate, Jordan to the west, and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the
southwest. As for its administrative borders, it is bordered to the north by Nineveh
Governorate, Salah al-Din to the northeast, Baghdad Governorate to the east, and Babil,
Karbala and Najaf Governorates to the south and southeast.
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Table 1: It shows that the number of elderly people in Anbar Governorate reached (29,616)
people in the 1997 census, and the number of elderly people continued to increase. In the

statistical estimates of the population in (2007), the number of elderly people reached
(40,457) people, with an absolute increase between the two censuses of (10,841).
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Table 2: It shows that the annual growth rate of the elderly category during the
study period was positive. The annual growth rate for the period (1997-2007)
reached (3.1%), and it is considered the highest growth rate for the elderly category
recorded by Anbar Governorate during the study period.
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It is noted from (Figure 1) the chart of the annual growth rate of the population of all
categories throughout the study period (1997-2020), that the statistical census in the year
(1997) recorded the highest annual growth rate for the elderly category (65 and over), as it
reached (3.3%), due to the low birth rate in that period compared to subsequent periods on
the one hand, and the low mortality rate among the elderly and migration that occurred
especially in the middle category during the same period on the other hand.
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Data (Table 3), which indicates a clear variation in the numbers of elderly residents during
the study period (1997-2020)
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It appears in (Table 4 and Figure 3) that there is a variation in the growth rate of the elderly
category among the districts of Anbar Governorate for the year (2020), due to the
unavailability of data for the elderly for the year (1987), from which we extract the growth
rate for the number of elderly for the year (1997).
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And through (Table 5), and in comparison with the numbers of the elderly in Iraq, where
their number reached (803,036) people, out of the total census of Irag, which reached
(22,046,244) people, in the year (1997), and the number of the elderly population reached
(29,616) people, in the Anbar Governorate in the census of the year (1997),
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It is noted from (Table 6) that there is a variation in the size of the elderly among
the districts of Anbar Governorate, where Ramadi District came first in the size of
the elderly, reaching (10,766) people, i.e. a percentage of (2.8%), of the total
population of the district, which is (372,152) people. As for the total percentage of
the elderly in the governorate, Ramadi District’s percentage reached (36.3%) of the
total elderly in Anbar Governorate. As for the lowest number of elderly residents,
Rutba District came with a number of (603) people, and a percentage of (2.8%) of
the total population of the district, which is (20,848) people. As for the total
number of elderly in the governorate, Rutba District’s percentage reached (2.0%)
of the total elderly population in Anbar Governorate.
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It is noted from (Table 7) that the number of the elderly urban population in Anbar

Governorate for the study period for the years (1997-2020) amounted to (15,447-
22,967) people, respectively.
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It is clear from (Table 8) that there is a variation in the numbers of the elderly category

between the districts on the one hand and between the urban and rural areas of the same

district on the other hand during the study period. In the 1997 census, the urban area of
Ramadi district had the highest number of elderly people, amounting to (5481) people.
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