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Abstract:

Aims: The study aims to assess the public health services in the rural areas of the
Habbaniya district and compare it with the international and local planning
standards for health services. It also aimed to determine the level of efficiency or
inadequacy in these services, and to propose immediate and future solutions and
interventions to improve the health standards in this area.

Methodology: The analytical approach was used to study the characteristics of
public health services and their components in the rural areas of the Habbaniya
district. The study also employed a comparison method between each element of
the local and international health services. The study further relied on a sample
survey method using a questionnaire, along with data from official state institutions
and agencies.

Results: After analyzing the data, the results showed that there are 17 primary and
secondary health centers in the area. The presence of doctors in various specialties
is limited to only 7 health centers. The total number of doctors in these centers is
40. The district of Husaybah al-Shargiya had the highest number of doctors (17,
42,5%), followed by the districts of Al-Malahma, Kirtan, and Zawiya al-Dhaban
followed with 7.5%, 10.0%, and 40.0% respectively. The situation for pharmacists
was similar to that of doctors, with only 18 pharmacists distributed across 9 out of
10 health centers. Husaybah al-Shargiya also ranked first with 5 pharmacists.
Similarly, health professionals, laboratory technicians, and administrative staff
were not distributed appropriately across the centers.

Conclusions: It was found that there is an absence of health centers in the districts
of San al-Dhaban and Al-Hammamiyat, while the districts of Zawiya al-Dhaban,
Husaybah al-Shargiya, and Ghazwan each have 3 health centers. The number of
health centers in the remaining districts ranges from 1 to 2, indicating a disparity in
the distribution of health centers.
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Map 1: The study area is located in central Iraq, specifically in the eastern part of
Al-Anbar Governorate. It is bordered to the north and west by the city of Ramadi,
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to the east by the city of Fallujah, and to the south and southeast by Al-Ameriya
district. It is approximately 90 km away from the capital, Baghdad.
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It is evident from Table (3) and Map (2) that health centers are distributed across
10 districts. Notably, there are no health centers in the districts of (San Al-Dhaban
and Al-Hammamiat), while the districts of (Zouiyat Al-Dhaban, Husseiba Al-
Shargiya, and Ghazwan) each have 3 health centers.
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It is evident from Table (4) and Figure (3) that the situation of pharmacists was not
better than that of doctors in terms of quantity in the study area. The total number
of pharmacists was 18, distributed across 9 health centers out of 10 centers. The
district of Husseiba Al-Shargiya ranked first with 5 pharmacists, constituting

27.8% of the total.
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Table (4) and Figure (3) indicate that there are 11 medical laboratories in the study
area, with their distribution concentrated in only 4 districts. The district of
Husseiba Al-Shargiya ranked first with 7 laboratories, which can be attributed to
the high number of doctors in the area. The other three districts had between 1 to 2
medical laboratories each.
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In Table (5), it is observed that the overall ratio is 8103 people per health center,
which is lower than the local standard by a margin of 1897 people per health
center. This indicates the numerical efficiency of the health centers in the study
area.
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It is noted from Figure (4) that all districts, except for the district of Husaiba al-
Shargiya, have a ratio lower than the local standard. The district of Husaiba al-
Sharqgiya recorded a ratio of 12,310 people per health center, which is higher than
the standard by a margin of 2,310 people per health center.
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It is observed from Figure (5) that the ratio of the population to the number of
doctors reached 3,444 people per doctor on average. This ratio exceeds the
established standard by approximately two and a half times, with a difference of
2,444 people per doctor. This indicates the inefficiency of the standard, as it
represents a clear pressure on the number of doctors in relation to the population.
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It is observed from Figure (7) that the highest rate was recorded in Huseiba Al-
Sharqgiya district, where it reached 901 people per healthcare worker, which is
higher than the standard by a difference of 401 people per healthcare worker. This
creates pressure on healthcare workers and reduces their functional efficiency in
health centers. On the other hand, Huswa Al-Shamiya district recorded the lowest
ratio, with 144 people per healthcare worker, indicating the efficiency of this
standard in this district.
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From Table (6) and Figure (8), it is evident that 36.4% of the population in the
study area travel within the standard distance and time, while 63.6% of the

population travel a distance and time beyond the standard, based on the total
number of respondents.
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From Figure (9), it is clear that 45.1% of the surveyed population rely on cars to
reach healthcare centers, indicating an inefficiency in the distribution and
insufficient number of health centers in the study area. Meanwhile, 31.2% of the
population use walking and 23.7% use bicycles as means of transport.
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It is clear from Table (7) and Figure (10) that the percentages vary. The percentage
of those who gave a "poor satisfaction rating” was 42.1%, while those who rated
their satisfaction as "average" accounted for 33.8%, and those who rated it as
"good" made up 24.0%. This reflects a general dissatisfaction with the educational
Services.
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