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The Artistic Photo in Nouniya Al-Mutanabbi

Al Nuaimi , T.H. A. =4

Abstract

The poetic image is formed through the interaction between the poet and the reader, where ideas and senses unite, leading to a
convergence of visions that reflect the poet's ability to shape and express these images using various rhetorical devices based on aesthetic
forms of visual contrast. These images are linguistic relationships shaped by the poet’s personal vision according to the demands of the
situation, portrayed through his vivid imagination and sensory perception. Thus, he constructs imaginative mental images that evoke the
qualities and bravery of the subject being praised. In Al-Mutanabbi’s poem that describes Sha‘b Buwan, poetic imagery is clearly
manifested through a passionate introduction and vivid depictions of warfare, including scenes and vocabulary related to battles, such as
weapons (swords, spears, horses, and shields). The poet portrays these either from battles he participated in or ones he witnessed, resulting
in imagery filled with representations of the subject and his persona—reinforcing Al-Mutanabbi’s own pride in himself. Therefore, his
poetry acquires characteristics of power and intensity, supported by similes and sensory imagery, enriched with artistic praise. The focus
of this study is the image of Sha‘b Buwan, explored through various rhetorical forms. The research comprises an abstract, an introduction,
and two main sections. Each section begins with defining the concept of "image" both linguistically and terminologically, setting the
analytical framework developed by the researcher. The first section is dedicated to studying the poetic image according to the rhetorical
criterion, particularly similes, metaphors, and metonymy. The second section addresses the poetic image from the perspective of the critical
criterion, focusing on visual contrast in terms of: partial and holistic images, simple and single images, static and dynamic images, sensory
and abstract images. The research thus adopts both critical and rhetorical levels of analysis to reveal the aesthetic aspects of poetic image
construction, through a detailed rhetorical and critical analytical study of Al-Mutanabbi’s poem describing Sha‘b Buwan, and to extract
the underlying meanings and implications embedded within it.
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