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Narrative Space in the Novel 'Cities of the
Wall' by Hala El Badry: A Structuralist Study

Abstract:

The fictional space in the novel represents an important
element in narrative studies in general, and in novels in
particular. Neither events nor characters can perform their
roles in emptiness or non-space. Hence, the significance of
place as a crucial component of the novel emerges. Despite
the importance of the place element in storytelling,
narrative studies have not reached a consensus on a specific
term for place, leading critics to debate which term (space,
dimension, place) is more comprehensive in connotation.
Seeking to uncover the implications of this fundamental
component, in Hala EI Badry's novel "Cities of the Wall,"
we begin by addressing the issues surrounding this
important element. Then, we explore its manifestations in
the novel starting from its relationship with the fictional
character. The novel envisions space as perceived by the
character, thus confirming its active role in presenting and
defining the character at the levels of structure and
significance.
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