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Abstract:

Within the realm of narrative fiction, worlds are shaped and lives emerge
from the womb of language. Text is woven only within a spatial and
temporal fabric that forms the story's framework and setting. Among these
components, the narrative space emerges as the comprehensive incubator of
events, characters, and dialogue, and the hidden expression of the
psychological, social, and intellectual structures built upon its terrain.
Modern criticism has given increasing importance to this space, not merely
as a geographical backdrop for events, but rather as a dynamic, interactive
entity that acquires its symbolism through its artistic formation within the
text. It is this space that gives the novel its aesthetic embodiment and
contributes to generating its connotations. Through it, visions are
formulated, characters are animated, and imaginary worlds are formed. In
this context, Salem Al-Ghazoula's novel "Wingless Shadows" stands out as
a novel worthy of careful consideration, due to its extensive exploration of
the structure of narrative time and its precise use of it as an active element
in furnishing and propelling the narrative. Hence, this study seeks to
approach time in the novel, revealing its patterns, analyzing its
psychological and aesthetic dimensions, and exploring its impact on
constructing meaning and shaping the underlying vision within the text. The
research aims to uncover how time functions within the narrative text and
the symbolic and suggestive energy it carries, which enhances meaning and
contributes to shaping the text's deep structure.

In this research, we address the poetics of time as a major component of the
narrative in "Wingless Shadows," and we address it in two axes:

O Natural (chronological) time

O Psychological (subjective) time

Keywords: Narrative, Poetics, Narrative Time, Novel
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