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The Aesthetic of Ugliness in the Characterization of the Novel "Otared"
by Mohamed Rabie
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Abstract

The lack of harmony, proportionality, and order, as well as the distortion of the values of truth, goodness, and beauty in
our political and social reality, have led to the normalization and acceptance of a new cultural taste. This taste obscures traditional
critical perspectives, rebels against their constraints, and creates opportunities to merge opposites and contradictions. Thus,
ugliness emerges as a cry rejecting traditional perspectives, seeking the unfamiliar that repels the eye, diverges from norms,
invites contemplation and thought, and simultaneously evokes conflicting emotions, becoming a form of art, creativity, and
uniqueness. This research seeks to discuss the duality of beauty and ugliness, tracing critical perspectives to ultimately
acknowledge the legitimacy of ugliness as a form of beauty. The study is grounded in the novel Otared by Egyptian novelist
Mohamed Rabie, as an exemplary literary model that embodies ugliness in all its political, social, historical, and religious
dimensions. The study employs a descriptive-analytical method to read and analyze characters, revealing their internal and
external dimensions to uncover the aesthetic impact they produce in the audience The research is divided into two sections
.Theoretical Section: This explores the duality of beauty and ugliness and highlights the importance of the novelistic character
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and its role in conveying the text's meaning to the reader. Practical Section: This examines Rabie’s ability to portray his
characters aesthetically by relying on falseness, deception, distortion <and abnormality
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