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The Rhetoric of Antithesis in the Collection “Sins of
Memory” by the Poet Salem Al-Ghazooleh

M. A-J. Mahmoud "~ '=d

College of Education for Humanities, Department of Arabic Language, University of Mosul, Nineveh, Iraq

Abstract

Antithesis is considered one of the most significant rhetorical arts upon which poetic structure is built, as it
creates a linguistic world parallel to reality—one that is more vivid and radiant. Among these rhetorical devices,
antithesis emerges as a profound artistic technique whose function is not limited to verbal embellishment; rather,
it reveals the poet’s vision of the world and exposes its underlying contradictions. We have chosen to make the
subject of our study an examination of this rhetorical phenomenon in the collection “Sins of Memory” by the Iraqi
poet Salem Al-Ghazooleh, who was able to craft from the pain of exile, the ache of memory, and the beauty of
love a troubled poetic world in which opposing dualities intersect to create a dense semantic texture.
This study aims to analyze the aesthetic and semantic dimensions of antithesis in the texts of the collection, seeking
to uncover how this rhetorical device contributed to shaping the poet’s vision and expressing the concerns of a
human being who lives in a struggle between past and present, between dream and reality, between innocence and
the sin of remembering. The research will adopt the descriptive-analytical method through tracing examples of
antithesis and analyzing them in their various contexts to arrive at the intended meanings.
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