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Constitutionally disputed areas in the Republic of Iraqg: Sinjar as a case
study

Bassam H. A. Mohammed ©
College of Law\ Mosul University

Abstract:

This study examines the issue of disputed territories under the 2005 Constitution of the Republic of
Irag, taking Sinjar District as a case study for constitutional analysis. The research aims to clarify the
conceptual and legal framework of disputed territories and to analyze the constitutional basis adopted
by the Iragi constitutional legislator, particularly Article (140), while assessing the effectiveness of its
implementation in practice.

The study adopts a constitutional analytical approach, supported by descriptive and comparative
methods where appropriate, in order to identify the constitutional, legal, political, and security
obstacles that have hindered the implementation of the constitutional provision and resulted in the
continued suspension of the legal status of Sinjar. The research concludes that the core problem lies
not in the deficiency of the constitutional text itself, but in its non-implementation and the absence of
institutional commitment, which has undermined the supremacy of the Constitution, weakened legal
certainty, and negatively affected the stability of the federal system. The study recommends
reactivating Article (140) or reorganizing it through clear constitutional and legislative mechanisms,
strengthening the role of the Federal Supreme Court and parliamentary oversight, and ensuring that the
resolution of the dispute is achieved through legal procedures that respect the will of the population
and preserve the unity and stability of the Iragi federal state.
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