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him the final of the Prophets and Messengers, and his law the final law.

The rulings in all divine laws are divided into two section : fundamentals and branches.
The fundamentals are belief in God, His angels, His books, and His messengers, without
any disagreement. The branches are matters on which the divine laws differ, and these
are the intended meaning in the laws of those who came before us. The subject of “the
laws of those before us” is one of the significant matters and topics among scholars of the
principles of jurisprudence. What is meant by the laws of those before us is not what our
law has approved and what our law has abolished, for there is no disagreement about this.
Rather, what is meant is what our law has neither approved nor abolished. The scientists
researched, discussed, and paid more attention to it, the point that Al-Juwayni said: “The
schools of thought were confused about this.” Here, it is necessary to clarify and fixed
our Sharia's position on it, and to understand the validity of this evidence, the soundness
of reasoning rely on it, and to clarify the scholars' opinions on it. This topic we are
discussing is specifically mentioned in books on the principles of jurisprudence, and in
the section on disputed evidence.

The Significant of research the laws of those before us is highlighted by the legal
rulings of previous nations transmitted through revelation, as they are a source of legal
reasoning in the principles of jurisprudence, as some consider them a committing
argument unless abrogated by Islamic law. Studying them helps in understanding the
legislative gradation, controlling the process of their Idea (ijtihad), and elaorating verses
and hadiths.

This Study aims to clarify the concept and authority of the laws of previous prophets in
accordance with all schools of Islamic jurisprudence. It is structured into an introduction,
four main sections, and a conclusion.

Keywords: Islamic jurisprudence , evidence, rulings, schools of thought, preferred
opinion.
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