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Numerical Exaggeration in the Aspects of Civilization during the
Early Abbasid Era (132-232 AH / 749-847 CE):

A Historical Analytical Study
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Salahaddin University-Erbil, College of Arts, Department of History
e | Abstract : This study investigates the phenomenon of "numerical inflation"
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within Islamic historical sources as a fundamental methodological element
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in constructing the civilizational narrative of the Early Abbasid Era. The
research problem focuses on the structural discrepancy between the
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quantitative data provided by classical sources—pertaining to urban
infrastructure, library capacities, and fiscal revenues—and the empirical
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socio-economic constraints of the period. Employing a descriptive-
analytical and comparative methodology, the research utilizes Ibn
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Khaldun’s "Theory of Umran" as an epistemological framework to
scrutinize the authenticity of historical texts. The findings demonstrate that
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these exaggerations were not merely incidental statistical errors but
functioned as a "political-rhetorical" strategy and "cultural symbolism"
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aimed at reinforcing the caliphate's civilizational legitimacy. The study
concludes by emphasizing the imperative of "internal textual criticism"
and an interdisciplinary approach to deconstruct propagandistic discourse
and extract objective historical realities.

Keywords: Numerical Inflation, Abbasid Civilization, Historical Criticism,
Ibn Khaldun, Textual Symbolism
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