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office of Amir al-Umarda’ during the second Abbasid era (232-334 AH /
847-945 CE) as a key indicator of the transformation in the structure of
political authority and its direct repercussions on the fate of viziers and the
stability of the administrative apparatus. The growing influence of military
commanders—particularly the Turkish leaders—contributed to weakening
caliphal authority and turning the office of Amir al-Umara’ into the locus
of effective power. This shift placed viziers in a persistent dilemma
between loyalty to the caliph and submission to military powerholders.
The study demonstrates how this competition resulted in repeated
downfalls of viziers, including dismissal, imprisonment, confiscation of
property, and execution, due to rapid changes in power balances and
frequent palace coups. These downfalls were not isolated incidents but a
systemic political phenomenon rooted in the structure of governance,
exacerbating instability, accelerating the erosion of central authority, and
paving the way for the emergence of autonomous regional dynasties on the
peripheries of the Abbasid state.

Keywords:Political competition — Amir al-Umarda’ — Downfalls of viziers
— Second Abbasid era — Military authority
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