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Abstract

" A leatlet is a written or pictorial message on o single sheet ol paper. 1t s ne
standard size . shape . or format” Tpsschological operations sarione feallots | 2002
11 Ehis sty tries weosurves and Dinguistically analy z¢ such printed materisls Lo
Teaflets disseminated by the Coalition Forees on Trag between 1990 and 1991 during
Operation Desert Storm . which most of them were printed independently in Saudi
Arabig and Turkey. The leallets anah zed here adom ditferent propaganda techniques
in their designing like name-calling, elitterme generabitios 1 or wirtue words b or
transfer i oeder o arfect the treet audicsee, Howeser o propeganaisie leadivns
developed by ather sides 1 Tihe Kuwait | g 1are also subject toosueh o linguiste
analysis in the present paper. It is worth o refer that such 2 Kind of propaganda
- cames under the psychological warfare cspeciatly in this age nicknamed as ™ the age
of information " . though the first leaflet ever used was dropped by the British forees
- on Germany 1n the Word War | .




A Linguistic Analysis of some Propagandistic Leaflets
Airdropped over Iraq in 1990-1991

1. Propaganda : preliminaries

If one has a look at Orwell's novels Animal Farm (1979 ) and Nineteen Eighty -
Four (1992) _ he may he impressed by the fact that they are good "textbooks “ on
propaganda due to the corrupted language ( e.g. war is peace : freedom 1s slavery . or
ignorance is strength ) emploved by their characters for . of course . polittcal reasons
. However . propaganda . etvmologieally speaking . is " a congregation of the Ruman
Catholic Church . founded in 1622 . charged with spreading of Chatholiticism "
Schwaz et al . 1989 : 1171 ). This means that "propaganda” was not originally
intended to refer to misleading information or disapproving ideas . statements . ...
etc. Accordingly . it was first emploved for religious purposes . to propagate the
faith. But the modern sense of the term dates back to Word War 1{ see Morms . 2001

I-11} and gains a pejorative connotation when journalist Walter Lipman and
psychologist Edward Bemnass { nephew of Sigmund Freud ) first coditied
propaganda techniques early in the 20™ century . Both were hired by the United
States President Woodrow Wilson to sway popular opinion to enter the war on the
side of Britain { Brainy FEncyclopedia . 2004 @ 4 ) Since then . the term began
relorring (o misleading information that backs the interests of those m power. Henve
the messages comveved by the propagandist . though true it seems . may be partisan
and fuil (o paint a complete and halanced picture. Lin and Donn { 2002 : 2 ) say that
propaganda " refers to any technique that attempts to influence the opinions .
emotions . attitudes . or behaviour of a group ". [n this definition . they eliminate any
negative imphication from propaganda . which is lor them ncither negalive nor
posilive . it 13 just a technigue. So . propaganda . whether being positis ¢ or negatine .
must have its influence upon people's minds consciousiy or subconsciousy. Lo other
words . propaganda . as Smith { 2004 : 1 ) savs . is "a tool for manipulating or
shaping realitv." This manipulation invehes different goals endeavoured by the
propagandists to direct the thinking of citizens to this or that agenda. Partridge (2004
. 1-2 ) goes further than that by describing propaganda as ™ black arts ol persuasion ™
and " iU is completely unserupulous ™ whase dictum " winning st evervihing i
the onfv thine ™ |nalics hisj,

From the aforementioned . one can come to the messages hidden in every piece
of propaganda . according to the objectives lurking behind. In general . the
propagandist " seeks to change the way people understand an issue or situation . tor
the purpose af changing their actions and expectations .. {Brainy Frcvelopediu .
2004 : 2 ) . Through histons . there are many literatures in which propagandu shaped
differently owing to different occasions. That is manifest in the course of propaganda
from the World War 1 . World War [, the Cold War , Afghanistan , ... and up o

[raq.
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However . propaganda can take the form of leaflets { the main concern of the
present paper ). posters . TV or radio broadcasts . caricatures ... . But according (o
source . Friedman ( 2004 ; 1-2 } gives three topes of propagands @ white propaganda
which 15 1ssued by acknowledzed source @ bluack propaganda wihinch cmanates from an
adversary : and gray propaganda whose source 15 not identificd . i.c. it comes from a
neutral source { for full account of this tvpe see Richards ( 2004 } . But propaganda .
be 11 white . black . or gray . is propaganda . the same as " a rose by any other name
could smell as sweet " ( Romeo and Jufier . Act 2, Scene ii ). Note that leaflets may
be disseminaied by aireraft . balioon or artillenn. Because of that . propaganda differs
a lot from ady ertising or marketing |

In what follows . leaflets together with posiers and caricatures airdropped on Irag
will be Hinguisticallv laid down in reference to Operation Desert Shield : Storm (
Umul - Ma'aric -The Mother of Battles- in former regime’s discourse ),

2. Operation Desert Shield / Storm

The operation following the Irag's occupation of Kuwait ufier August 2 . 1990 1y
called Desert Shield. In other wonrds . it refers to the defensive stage of the confhict .
as term " shicld " sugpests. But on January 16 . 1991 | 1.e. at the begmning of the
shooting phase Desert Shield became Pesert Sorm,

Ironically . Saddam imvaded Kuwail by vinue ol the propagandistic discourse
used by some US ligh rank officials. To make 11 clearer . Saddam was disitlusioned
by the US cleverlv-made propaganda. Friedman ¢ 2001 : 2} sheds more fight
explaining :

con 28 dub 1990 1S Ambassador 10 Irag o Aprit Glaspic | tald
Saddam Iussein that the dispaie between rayg and Kowadt was an Arab
matter . and not one that the Linited Sunes would take a stand on,

The very idez of taking no stand against Iraq was also reiterated in The Washington
Post only six davs before Tragq's invasion that ™ an Iragr atlack vn Kinwait would not
draw a US military response.” ( d'Avmen . 2003 @ 2 3 Such seeming non-
interference on the part of the US in the Arab conilicts was cuiminated in thwe
invasion of Kuwait by Saddam whao easily fell the victim of the white propaganda .
and so began the wagedy of both Kuwaitis and lragis , and started a biggesi
information war represented in . among other things . disseminating millions of
leaflets all of which were carefull worded and designed to affect the Tragi soldiers’

minds in a way that induce them not to fight the coalition forees.

It 15 time now 1o consider some airdropped leafiets during 1990-1991 (exacth
from December 20 . 1990 to February 24 . 1991 } which totaled 29 muilion (
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A Linguistic Analysis of some Propagandistic Leaflets
Airdropped over Iraq in 1990-1991

weighing about 29 tons ) mostly disseminated before the air war began , which was
first code-named Instant Thunder . then changed into Desert Storm that is full of
connotation especially for Arabs vis-a-vis the terms " desert " and " storm ". For ease
of reference . the leaflets will be dealt with thematically n SEX ditterent
classifications .

2.1 Surrender :

2.1.1 : LY { where L refers to " Leaflet” )
{11
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Front (volour): it ix designed in the same shape as [ragi 2A-dinur stote §oonee the
largest Iraqi note belore the blockade ) to encourage soldiers or people to pick 1t up .
read it . and . the most important . to easily disguise it when carried. This technigue
gives such leatlets wide and easy circulation.

Back - it starts with heading in Fnglish reading : ¢ SAFE CONDUCT PASS )
together with Arabic translation right below { 5 e Jie D sa) v hich 15 . though wrong
in translation . it makes (he surrender to the coalition as if it were Jiw to another
country. Also s jiu s is syniactically bad Arabic phrase. Note that the Arabic
equivalent to the phrase (SAFE CONDUCT PASS ) is Sal sgse sx and not las
Jel i, Whether this mistake is deliberate or not . it aftects the soldiers’ minds, The
hack also lisis in the text some directives soldiers must ohserve o guarantee their
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safe and happy return 10 their families. 1t ends with the same phrase in English (
SAFE CONDUCT PASS ). Finallv . it is signed by 28 2.0 20 @ 23 50 it is a while
propaganda.

21212

2k et 2o e R eidly ey
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Front : on the right there are myriads of Iragi seldiers stampeding nmess Jooking al
Saddam ( on the left ) whose gestures . facial expressions . and poise bespeak his
indifference and irresponsibility. Above there are planes making . through their
flight. a US flag-like wall that indicates full neutralization of the Iraqi soldiers.

Back : itchas atext headed b 1022 then thae hody which wime ol the Tl end -
of course death  in store. This [eaflet is cleverh put when speahing about the
severing of food and ammunition supplies sooner or later . and also by ustng such
virtug words as ( 2N s —a o J1aal ). S0 . the message is : you will die not necessarity
by the coalition forces but by starvation amid desert- so try to give up.

213 L3 (eolour
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Airdropped over Iraqg in 1994-1991
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Front : on the nght an Iragi soldier with rifle down shows his " invitation card " to a
Saudi soldier with rifle up. On the [eft . this [ragi soldier sits among other Friendly
and generous soldicrs drinking some 1ea and coltee.

Back : A heading reading in bold 3 s 33y above which the words on the right 2.8
Zdiaall = a3 A8 Al Zlleed | and in between there 15 a text that tickles the hearts of
[raql soldiers. The message is ven ¢lear whether in frant or back of this leaflet wiich
seems as it were an ady ertisement to " entertainment theatre not Lo " war theatre” !
Here the feaflet written exploits what 15 called ™ glittering generalities " or " virtue
words " technigue ¢ for more about propaganda technique | visit propaganda critic |
http::/www propagandacritic.com }) manifested in using such words as s g2 4y, 4
Blgas | Ay el Al et g L Agekall Gl g bl g YT L M0 B2 gal L B el saiall sl
Ax gia 5502, The message behind all these seeming sweet expressions s never fight .
lay your arms . and [eave the hell of the battle o Tive in the proposed heay en ot Sauds
hospitality (symbalized by the Saudi flag posted behind the tent) . But the probiem
with this leaflet is that it is highly caricatured by over exaggerating the barbeque-like
contents ; hearth . kettles of cotfee and tea . cups , and tray. Another point lies in the
left position of the Iraqi seldier riffle pointing down-what means he is now helpless.

214 L4

80




Sadkhan

Front (colour): twenty-five dinar note.

Back : It starts with a'sas aSian; 2 SV dag follonwed by a big question mark. Then
comes the phrase 28 22 & vy 84 ood OV Sl aaid b which seiters from bad
Arabic syntax especially with the preposition { — ) with the word 24 3 which
include meat . egos . biscuits ....ctc. Though this leafler encourages soldiers to be
prisoners , it seems naive because of a variety of reasons. First. they accounted Iraqis
just " eating animals ". Second . the phrase A8 jiZal 2t il &g aa 28l Lad 5 N1 2
582l s ol _Eis incredible for many soldicrs . because ol e salso S 2
5 oS may mean " at the time of the aforesaid meals an least in vrabic, Third - this
leaflet is culturally deficient because Arabs in general tend to have " rice ™ as a main
course . which is missing here unfortunately'! Fourth . it tries to address the bellies .
rather than the minds . of the lraqi soldiers. But . though . the message is : surrender
and stff vour hollow stomachs. Anvway . the points found in this leaflet are
elaboratehy laid down in other leaflets where the text speaks ahout 4:22% and &e'add
and other main supplics. Tlowever such Teallels seem persuasive - bt they e be
not true. In other words . thev oversimplify the situation. Consider the back ol the
following leaflet ( L5 )
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It starts with making a kind of contrast between what is . and what is not . found in
Irmg. [t also addresses all walks o people in a torm of contrast @ soldiers | iy ilians
elders . vouth Dwomen . men. And what important is the contrasi between sords and
deeds - it . at the bottom [ in word |, calls people to rise up and tlood the streets to
topple Saddam's regime | but [ in action ] . ali those who rose up were disappeinted
by the US when permit Saddam to stay in throne. another 12 vears after crushing the
1991 Shiite Uprising in 1991" [t is . as usual  full of grammatical and lexical
mistakes.

Other leatlets calling for surrender may be :
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in conclusion . the leatlets addressing the theme of surrender totaled 12,4 million -
the fareest amount wmong other themes as will be clear in the pages o come,

2.2 Defeat : [n addition to surrender . some other leaflets deal with the theme of
defear through adopting different technigues to meet their needs. .

|-

21019

Front (colour): joint forces emblem bordered from three sides { in the form of
letter U y by 27 flags 10 refer to the countries contributed the Desert Storm.




Sadkhan

Back : Artillery and rockets aimed at Saddam on tank whose barrel bent down.
The message is : America is not alone in action but there are many countries
endeavour 1o drive Saddam out of Kuwail. Also . Saddam has no choice bul
inevitzhle deteat. This is an example of non-verbal Teallet that depends on
pictorial details other than words 1o conyey some hidden messuges. The guestion
15 - how competent the average Iraqi soldier in comprehending what is inended
by this drawing. Further . The front is coloured to draw the attention of soldiers .
whereas the back is in black and white to indicate one thing - unavoidable defeat.

The same idea 1s Hlustrated also in the back of leatlet{ 110 ) bekom -

s¥




A Linguistic Analysis of some Propagandistic Leaflets
Airdropped over Iraq in 1990-1991

Front : Joim forces emblem bordered by the Hags of countries fought with those
torees.

Back : An Iraqi tank ( lefi } is artacked bv a helicopter . tank (right ) . and steaith
fighter { above ). The heading is 48138 daluly zay oo 48U yi5 8, This leaflet and
thousands of its likes show the stick and carror policy adopted by the US forces as s
clear in the provious leatlets, Consider the tollowing [ 12
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The hidden message is - vour defeat is unavoidable sooner not fater though this tac
is once implicithy . and once again explicitly - relerred to.

L)
223 :L:13

: e Lo - :
Lt o - . ' . = n
s " g T e e
gt SR Y A *: - i
'Ilr!-{a_:--.: n Lawn o " [ B b

B R

'i
- Front (colour) : 32-dinar note.

Back : There is a psvchological warfare message topped wilh Al opa
_edil and bottomed with 2230 Ja%

finds a long text speaking about the tragic end in store for seldiers, Here o the
message related is implicith announced. Once again . this fcaflet writer commitied
grieve mistakes . grammatical or otherwise . that will be touched upon in the course
of this analvsis. 1t is clear that the address is directed 10 el B L@l 2y 3a e 10
plural. But the singular is wrongly used in the mentioned leaflet
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In addition . the phrase i =3 a2 -_115..,1 s hgis poorly worded, Such mistakes
rendered such a leatflet less affective. Further . the finalizing statement Ja¥ tsde
a1 seems embedded and disharmenized.

It is worth to note that there are 6.6 milli- n leatlets touching  upon the theme of
defeat whether verbally or non-verbally,

2.3 Fleeing : This theme is reinforced by different leaflets that reflect the coalition
desire to precipitate of the army fleging.
2.3.1 :L 13 {inred)
r

1!

tl ]

L [

Front {on the right) ; A text wamning the site is scheduled to be bombed

Back (on the lefti - A varpet bomb on which is inscribed st Jo bolabla g | g b
At s ek g
In this leafiet the coalition forces use " the appeal-to- fear " bomb . reminding of
its destructive powers , and using the superlative L 5 8 and Jgée — s
e L instill fear in the soldiers' hearts. In addition . the leaflet alsa
adopts " virtue words- technigue " which is manifest in such gxpression as taaia
sl Je ., a8 seatl, sl mal s K and -1, So . the miossage Iy
all roads are locked . run anav o survive. Note that this technique that mose
lragis emotionally is also used in many other leaflets that call for fleeing and
abandoning equipment , see below ;

232 ;L 15 ( colour ) - which is somewhat similar to .11
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Front - Toimt Forces emblem containing 27 flags,

Back - An Iraqi tank attacked by a helicopier and a tank. Above . one findy e
Lol e il Sdesadl sosendl 2 b and at the bottom there is e e gamin i
rogpel g el dlile agl ol 8 8 0l Thus | the use of Sl DA el and e
are enough to frighten soldiers and hasten their escape away from battle field. Once
again . this [caflet violates onc of the leaflet writing principles : knawing the tarpet
language audicence | including cerreni idioms :m-.i slangs. Avconding|y s strange
and incorrect s the Arabic vocative expression ! & e saa .

2
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A Linguistic Analysis of some Propagandistic Leaflets
Airdropped over Iraq in 1990-1991

Front : on the right . an adv ancing coalition tank towards a fleeing soldier {alive of
course ). 0n the Teft an advancing tank betore of which there 1s a dead soldier. Abonve

Dlgie !t ogadiz gl .": Sizeg S S Bottom : PV

Back : A carpet bomb topped and downed with the word ! a3 [nside the bomb 15
Witten »Sudil |l y aShaae 18 5 [ Lo B af el e Bead g i,

Here . the leatlet hulds soldiers the responsibility of stay and hence death through the
nse of * transter technigue " by virtue of which the coualition forees repudiate thuir
responsibitice. This leafiet is more suceessiul because it s brief . direct . and o the
point. The messages of fleeing and abandoning equipment reechoed in the following
leatlets

F
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A Linguistic Analysis of some Propagandistic Leaflets
Airdropped over Iraq in 1990-1991

2.4. Saddam’s fault
There are about 4.7 million leaflets illustrating Saddam as a main cause of all

tragedies inflicted on the whole fraqis.

2L 20

Right rcoloury: The Tragi Mood smeared Hag. i colour b

Left : Drawing of Saddam  black -and-white 1. above which ;s il —dl 58 2la
and below 3 ! —a.ail . 1n this leaflet . both right and left information tell that no one
is responsible . other than Saddam . for what happened .hence the coalition forces
transter blame from their own through . as T said earlier . the " transter techrigue ™. In
addition the hlack-and-white dravwing of Saddam refers w the inevitable dewsh
Suddam was fo experience. Also itdepicts Saddam as an indifferent leader . heeding
to nothing even lis vwn survival Consider L 21

242:L21
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Right : Saddam nervously clutches his sword.

Middle : He hyvsterically waves it.
Left : He completely cuts off his own head.

This cartoon-like leaflet shows that lraq is destined o sulter o lot ol Saddant’s
warlike and thoughtless actions. But the implied message is that Saddam is but g foul
. an idiot that he cut off his own head. The leafiet tries to tell : this is your leader .
Such foolishness and thoughtlessness are plaimly expressed in the following leaflet.

243:L22

There is & pick up carrving the fraqi flag and i -ing towards a cracking chiff topped
with the emblem of pirates i teo skull and crossed bones 1. and supplicd with o

machine zun on s roel, The heading bs @ aws aag) ;o Sod caae L3 e 200

This leaflet is full of hidden messages . first , Saddam leadership is unaware of what
is going on. Second . the use of " pickup " symbolizes that the soldiers are but
looters. Third . skul! implies death , destruction . and suicide. So . the end must be
tragic willv- nilly. Saddam did this only to gain tme and live some oxtra years
however lormidable the sacrifices are as in [ 2

244:L123
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Front : 25 dinar note.

Back : Saddam in his uniform showing a scomful smile . squats on his thrown with
plenty of skulls under his feet. The heading is : 4w 20 el o odat

This ieatlet does not show Saddam as a main cause of most tragedies but also shows
his scorn for his victims being exterminated because of his reckless policies just w

stay in throne some other 20 vears.

But Saddam's crimes did not go unpunished
which is pictured in the following.

2450 2 jcoloun

some penalties are in store for him | of

. al x
R .
| i
. ,"""'4-“"“ "_.-_- i -
i 4 i L 5
i
! ..
Front: Saddam in - - - = uniform

inserting his right hand has ing been cut ofT. There are some bloed and a cut off palm

an the ground.

Back @ Atextreading e 5gn 4ad o 3 s ) gl y ool )
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This leaflet implies that Saddam is a big thief who robbed another territons s ail]
- the crime that deserves sever punishment | i.e. cutting off hands in Islamic Sheri'a.
Though propagandistically successful . the leaflet is not so culwrally © cutting off
hands because of theft . if'it were 10 be practiced these days . does not include palm
with fingers . but includes only the upper part of the four lingers ¢ i ¢, except thump
L Inaddinen . sward s used {or this purpose hot the tool shown in the image,

2.5 The magic deadline of January 15 :

This date is illustrated differently by different leaflets : as a life buoy | gift box .
hourglass . and calendar . all of which are short-lived and must be exploited as soon

s pussthle,

-y

|

1 L 25

An Argh Vooes B2 i foechick e freeritod 2 15 Vo a sinking lragi soldier.
The Arab's words © [ g 58l dla g 5 an 3a8 51a3 330 al sba . This is very clever leaflet
in writing the date { & 15 ) - the last chance given 1o the lraqi forces. The message
is very clear : withdraw from Kuwait hefore time. The date is just a life huov.
Something 18 inappropriate here | it is the use of 2% - the ward which is never esed
by drages - militany or civilian. The cose that repeated in the fofiowing Jeatlets.

252 L26

A man labeled " UN" O with word map head | gives a boy tagoed 515 o an Tragi

soldier. Above is 1 2Dl o Lalt
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Again . it is a nive piece of leatlet speaking a lot with sery few words, The message
is  the whole world . not Arabs alone ( as in L 25 ) . wants vou to pull vour torces
and to 1ake seize of the date i 13 which is here illustrated as a gift handed by the
world as a whole.

I
‘M

—y
p—

1. 27

Front . A father sits on a chair . a mother sits on ground thinking of her dead son.
Above | o Ja s

Back : An Arab . stretching his hands . looks at an hour glass which shows the date
4 13 in the form of bubbles leaking gradually through the neck. He says © § 5 d>a
falia T €0 . dclas . These Arab's words together with the hourglass show the
confusion felt by all Arabs in the Gult region { from the attire and 1he word 28—
though the mistaken varicties are also used Hke 1 g fdaat mstead of — S ) and
Jn.'l.*.l':.ua:y{inﬁn[ﬁﬂd of Calioa, 3 ],

Amvway . there is something intetesting here : the leaflet writer tried to exaggerate
the masculine Arab community by sitting the man on the chair and the woman on the
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ground! Now . the date is pictured as a hourglass which denotes the anack is just
hours away . not oo far as an lIraqi teatlet illustrates hesitation on the part of the
coalition by using the repeated phrases " . .« aagd e ang angt woasgiin the leaflet
helow :

2534 L2

An Arab talks 10 an Iraqi seldier . he points to a calendar and suys - ZE 2
D13 dlal gy, s oL 68 ool Number 14 on the catendar strongly assures
that the coalition forces are serious in reclaiming Kuwait. Tn other words _ it 18 juslt
one day away from the shooting phase. The message here i 0 0 sooner not Jater 1
put your forces back in order not to shed more bleod. in this izafiet . the deadline of
January 13 15 indicated to by using the calendar. However . it is similar to L 30 below
with only one difference — the calendar shows the entire month of January | in
addition to some differences related 10 background and shading.
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Aﬂs

2.6 Other themes ;

Ovher than the mair themes addressed earlier - namely o surtender . deteat .
Neeing - Saddam's tault © and e Jdeadline of Januare 13 0 there e some
miscellancous themes that van hot be listed under certain headings, OF such themes
are :

2.6.1 Kraq's Air Force : L 31 { black and white with the tlags coloured )

.
e 'm____# .
- . — e e
A
AR ;i
] T

Three II’EIL]I aircraft tagged with Lmssed [ragi and Iranian tlags. The heading
above reads - = fa 4 Y sl =2 This leaflet refers (o the [ragi warplanes
defected to [ran, The messagze here 18 dl[’t‘L'[Ld to the pilots to surrender their airerakl
(w any side rather than Iran . perhaps Saudi Arabia.

2.6.2 Peace and unity : L 32 { colour )
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Front :Two Arab soldiers standing hand-in-hand . before them there are the Hags of
Irag and Saudi Arabia,

Back :soaty ' 220 23l aa

The ]eaﬂc,t umnntca the brother b relationship among Arab peoples as ditferent from
their leaders. In other words . the drawing and words on the reverse side clearly
indicate : we have nothing 10 do with the peaple of lrag . our problem is Saddam.
However . thinking of peace is also highiighted by I 33

2.6.3 War and peace : L 33

ié’?_ o>
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- Late King Fahd thinks of three Arab seldiers . clasping their hands together.
Saddam thinks of a tank . flag of Kuwait .lragi armed soldier . and two dead.
The message in this leaflet shows the contradiction in thinking between what is going
on in King Fahd's mind . and Saddam's . i.¢. Arabs strive for peace . whereas Saddam
strives for war,

3 Leaflets developed by other parties
Rounding off speaking about the leatlets airdropped by the coalition forces . [ must
sav that all the warring parties - mainly Kuwait and Iraq - have their own leaflets .

posters . ot caricatures to defend their cause.

31 Kuwaiti leaflets

Kuwaitis . for instance . printed a postcard-like leaflet ( see [ 34 below
encompassing 5o many details suggestive of the situation Kuwait had experienced.
L 34

] !,,h_-. -
R Ui
R T Ve Th

This leaflet is bordered by the national flags ot the countries joined Kuwait in its
dilemma. Such a flag-like border clearly refers that Kt is not alone n (his
contlict and it can be restored by the aid of these countries. Also o jet Hying
overhead . compared 10 a Kuwaiti mosque at the bottom . meuns that Kuw ait 15
regain its sovereignty by force as it was seized by force. The rhymed poem inside .

which is signed by " the Kuwaiti People " and shaped like Kuwaiti map . culogizes "

the heroes of Desert Storm " and condemns the "brothers {who] became .. foes ™. To
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have a close look at this poem . see the appendix. This welcoming poem s
materialized mare clearly by | 33betow in which Sheikh Satud AkSabah appeurs
waving his hand smiling -

L 335
A WAR FOR
{ DEMOCRALY,

NOT FOR
OIL.

H is topped with English words in capital " A WAR FOR DEMOCRACY.NOT FOR
OIL “. The word " oil  is mentioned here to emphasize the fact the coalition troops
come only 10 protect Kuwait not ofl supplies. So . this leaflet seems just a reaetion 1o
what rumoured about controlling o1l wells by US,

Anti-war voices . however . developed their own leaflets. Consider the flowing:

I'm aL %ainst
the GULF
WAR

The above is written in red to more attract the attention of audience,

3.2 Iraqi leaflets

[rag .on the other hand . has its "leaflets” disseminated in stale-run magazines and
newspaper or in the form of posters. Most of them are echoes of the "philosophy " of
superman rooted in Saddam's reveries to repulse any attack and harness the whole
sitwation to his own. Note that Iraqi leaflets are either directed to the coalition forces
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Arab troops . or Iragi soldiers and people. An gxample is given to illustrate each
tvpe.

L% ]
1-d

L 37 ¢ for America forees )

b e ?yﬁ” S
:15% f_f((ﬁf- BEWARE . DONT
fn wi:ﬁ STEP FORWARD , 1RAQI
i CHIRE 1y FATAL .

The leaflet above tries to show the Iraqi legendary courage in confronting the
enemy's war machinery by untold weapons . Accordingly . the theme of this leatlet
fies in demoralizing coalition wroops. The fact is also stressed by the words at the
hottom warning enems not to step turther because of the fatal fire of Irag..

3272 L 384 tor Arabs )
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b N R .-lc.,-ﬂ'u.,_

shemmty gl g i S il o L - 4

Tt ol e e gl el el 4‘1.&#
A

NF LT T QT R R

This Jeaflet puts an Iraqi soldicr tace w lace with Arab coalition torces . renindimg
them of former batties in which Irag acquitted himsel well. The message is double
fold. First . It tells Arabs not to side with. America and to go back to their countries.
Second . 1t makes America doubt Arabs’ loyalty. So . the leaflet appeals to Arabs (o
withdraw their forces,

3.2.3 0 L 39 for Iragi forees and people )

This leaflet categorized as a kind of " reverse propaganda " wherein " a radio labeled
U'SA broadeasts some propagandistic messages that an iragl seldier lets them go
straight in a waste bin. The leaflet is intended to make The Iragi soldiers less
susceptible 10 what the enemy savs. In other words . it ries (o msufl  rocky
confidence in soldiers to enable them in not believing any message broadeast. 1t also
mnplies that such propaganda is just garbage and must be disposed of.
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4  Conclusions

o Linguistically speaking . leaflets amalyvzed in the Tormer pages are onee
persuasive { such as those related to the supremacy ol coalition lorces . see .,
for example L's ; 14, 16, 17, 19 ): once again informative ( those that give
new information , e.g. L's : 1, 4, 5, 31} ; and third directive (leaflets that
issue orders to surrender . flee , or do certain actions . ¢.g. L's : 2 ).

e Leaflets bearing the image of 27 flags { used as front or back side } are more
repeated than others. Second come the leatlets cartyving the "useless " [raqi
25 note . which was rendered usetul because of being emploved as leaflets.
Consider L 4t} :

-

. ' =k o
z.\:_f_'?;\ T
2 ‘%‘_,-

Ry AT

:L-:, LR
ey
.'-'
I
¢

o Language used in most of those leaflets is grammatically and lexically poor
Cthe sulicii wsamohe Is BP0 Arabic weakness is coupled with such
deformed features of characters that tock like Bedouin or date back to
thirtics or torties . especialhy the wonien seon as bezgars . Just think of 1 27
in which the woman ditfers a L Irom Gor read appearanee, this cise s
equally applicable 10 other  cullets  conlaining  women. [hus  the
elfectiveness is weakened by not heeding to language and culwral
considerations. .

o Some leaflets are coloured . some are black-and white. The former are used
to attract the attention of tareet audience . particularly when their colours
are different from the terrain on which they are dropped. The Tueter o
intended not 1o be discorvered by ruling authorivies . abso they refer w v
and death . ie"tobe ornotto be ™.

s Some leaflets are verbal ( whether having long or shert texts ) . others are
non-verbal ( depending on the expressivencss or drawing itself.

» Through some meticulous examination of the grammatical . lexical . or
cultural mistakes sulfered by the US leaflets - one may render this to their
English origin  t.e. they are just ranslations notoriginalhy pul i Arabic,
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Last . the coalition ( forcign and Arab ) forees suceeeded in Operation Desert Storm
which was over at 08 @ 00 on Thursday . February 28 . 1991 by dint of millions of
leatlets and millions of precision missiles — both of them greathy upset Saddam,
Think over L 41 to see how much nervous Saddam is about the aircraft that swarms
him with huge numbers of leaflets :

L 4}

AN APYRECASRI MY

Fren et fxmbied FETIF TR £y
ATTOPRENEE rECE

What 15 strange in this battle is that all military actions happened on Thursday : Iraq's
invasion of Kuwait ( Thursday . August 2.1990 ) . the shooting phase { Thursday .
fanuary 17. 1991 } . the land phase { Thursday . February 21 991 ). and the
suspension of milare operationstThursday . Februarny T899 T Sadkhan . 1991 1,

But still stiangest { as far as 1gures are concerned J is the catastrophic outcome
of this bitter adventure : decimation of 4] Iraqi divisions , capturing over 80,000
priseners . destroying or damaging 4,000 tanks . 2,100 artillery pieces , 1L.80Y
armoured personnel carriers . 103 aircrafi and seven helicopters. All this was
accomplished with the loss of less than 100 American soldiers.{Freidman 200 : 38-
39,

105




A Linguistic Analysis of some Propagandistic Leafless
Airdropped over Iraq in 1990-1991

Appendix

TO THE HEROES OF DESERT STORM:

Dear Courageous Soldier:

On August 2nd as evervone Knows,

Our farmer hruthers hecame our fous.

They invaded our land at night as we slep.

Over our borders by the thousands they crept.

In belicopters and trucks and in tanks they came,
The evil warriors of Saddam Hussein.

But then YOLU came and brought hope to us all.
That Kuwait would be free and Saddam would fall.
We'd like to thank you for vour couragenus stand.
To expel the [raqis and free our kind.

You're in our heaits

this ¥zlentine's Day,

And yeu're in our prayers

EVERY day.

Sincerely,

The Kuwaiti Feople
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