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Privative Oppositionen sind solche, bei denen das eine Oppositionsglied
durch das Vorhandensein, das andere durch das Nichtvorhandensein
eines Merkmals gekennzeichnet sind, z. B. stimmhaft — stimmlos,
nasaliert — unnasaliert, gerundet - ungerundet usw. Das
Oppositionsglied, das durch das Vorhandensein des Merkmals
gekennzeichnet ist, heiflt ,,merkmaltragend”, das durch das Fehlen des
Merkmals gekennzeichnete Oppositionsglied ,,merkmallos®. Diese Art

von Oppositionen ist fir die Phonologie aullerordentlich wichtig.
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"In Russian, the perfective aspect expresses "a limitation in the extent of

the narrated event"”, and it is expressed by a more limited (i.e. a smaller)
number of phonemes (e.g. perfective zamoroz-it', imperfective

zamoraz-ivat' 'freeze')."
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”The signans of the plural tends to echo :xeally 2)3all & a1 SIS,

the meaning of a numeral increment by an increased length of
the form". The more referents, the more phonemes (e.g. singular
book, plural books, French singular je finis 'l finish', plural nous
finissons 'we finish").”
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"It is natural that...it should be the singular that is left
unmarked...the conception of a single instance is simpler than
one encompassing multiple instances."
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"This extra morphology makes sense to us as speakers of English,
because it seems intuitive to us that "now" is simpler than “then". It is,
after all, what we are experiencing as we speak, not something that we
have to strain to remember or imagine."
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Abstract

This paper provides a contrastive study of the markedness theory
according to the positions of western and Arab grammarians. It describes
how western grammarians understand markedness, and shows at the
same time that Arab grammarians understanding of markedness do not
differ from that of the western grammarians. In addition, the positions of
modern Arab grammarians will discussed and rejected when mistakes

and misunderstanding of markedness will be detecte

47



